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Date: 1st June, 2015 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Discretionary Business Rate Relief for Not-For-Profit Organisations, with 

buildings 
 

I am writing to offer to help your organisation plan for some changes to the above 

scheme. I know we have many excellent community projects, some of which rely on 

community buildings. Government cuts to Cornwall Council Funding has led to a 

decision to review the discretionary business rate relief scheme and will mean not-for-
profit organisations getting less help from April 2017. 

 

I want to urge all organisations to check whether they pay full business rates or 

whether they applied and receive discretionary business rates relief. Some 

organisations that are charities will get some mandatory relief and some discretionary 

relief. Those organisations that are not charities will only get discretionary relief. My 
understanding is that it is only the discretionary element that will reduce, so those 

registered as charities will be impacted least by this future reduction. 

 

Supported by St Just Town Council, I am able to offer to meet with you on Monday 15 

June at 7 p.m. at the Town Council Chamber. This is an initial conversation so I can 

establish how many organisations will be affected, and how many organisations might 

struggle to deal with the change. By coming together, there could be some 
networking benefits as some organisations might decide they could share another 

organisation’s building making both organisations stronger.  

 

I will be attending a committee meeting on 18 June, at County Hall, where there will 

be a discussion of options for the future of the Discretionary Business rate scheme, 

and so meeting with you will enable me to go to that meeting and shape discussions. 
The meeting will be open to the public to observe so any of you can attend. I will not 

be able to go to argue that the funding to this scheme should not be reduced, it will 

be more a matter of shaping the change to minimise the impact to community 

organisations. 

 

For the attention of  Name 
 

Organisation 

Address 

 

 

 
 

 

Dear  
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Higher Carnyorth Farm 
Carnyorth 

St Just 

Penzance  

Cornwall  
TR19 7QD 

www.cornwall.gov.uk 

 

I hope this seems a constructive way forward and look forward to meeting with you. 

From this meeting we can agree to meet again so that you are kept informed and 

supported in preparing for the change. 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
 

 

 

 

Sue James CC 

Cornwall Councillor 
St Just In Penwith  

Tel: 01736 787223 

Email: sjames@cornwall.gov.uk  

Website: www.suejames.org 

mailto:sjames@cornwall.gov.uk

