
  

 

 
Council elects Chairman, Vice Chairman and Leader at 
annual meeting 

20 May 2015 
  
  

John Pollard, the Independent Member for Hayle North, was re-elected as the Leader 

of Cornwall Council at this week’s meeting of the unitary authority. 
  
Thanking Members for their support Mr Pollard said that being re-elected as the 
Leader for the third year was both an extremely humbling and emotional 

experience. “I am grateful for the Council’s support and promise that I will do 

my best to ensure that this Council is successful and inclusive” he said.  “I 

will strive to bring a consensus that is above party political gain but delivers 

to the Cornish public the service that they deserve. 
  
“I believe that the alliance between the Independent and Liberal Democrat 

groups on the Council has worked tremendously well and this is a credit to 

all involved.  The Cabinet is very talented with all portfolio holders working 

extremely hard and bringing good management to their area of 

responsibility. 
  
“We must all strive for the highest possible standards but overall Cornwall is 

a successful Council in comparison to many other local authorities.  
  
“Looking forward, if we can implement the four year budget, if we can 

maintain a spirit of improvement, if we can eradicate mistakes and 

insensitive communications, we can build a different, strong, resilient, and 

sustainable Cornwall. “ 
  
Following the decision of Jeremy Rowe, the Liberal Democrat Member for St Issey 

and St Tudy, to stand down as Deputy Leader of the Council, the role has been taken 

over by Adam Paynter, the Liberal Democrat Member for Launceston North and North 

Petherwin. 
  
Confirming the appointment Mr Pollard said “Adam brings enormous experience 

to the Cabinet and I know that his wise counsel and intelligent approach will 

be a great assistance to me and the Council.“ 
  



Mr Pollard also paid tribute to the contribution which had been made by Jeremy 

Rowe, who will continue in his role as the Cabinet Member for Localism. “ An 

architect of the alliance, the foundation of the Liberal Democrat contribution 

to the Cabinet and, most importantly, the most dependable  and supportive 

Deputy anyone could wish for.  He has been brilliant.  I am delighted that he 
remains on the Cabinet and know that he will be an integral part of the 

team. “ 
  
Mr Pollard also confirmed that all the nine remaining Members of the Cabinet would 

continue in their existing roles. 
  
At the meeting Members also elected Ann Kerridge, the Liberal Democrat Member for 
Bodmin St Mary’s, as the Chairman of the Council, with Mary May, the Independent 

Member for Penryn West, elected as Vice Chairman. 
  
This is the first time in the history of both Cornwall Council, and the former Cornwall 

County Council, that two women have held the roles of Chairman and Vice Chairman 

at the same time. 
  
Thanking Members for their support and confidence, Ann Kerridge, the former Vice 

Chairman of the Council, said that John Wood had been an excellent Chairman and 

would be a hard act to follow.  Her comments were echoed by Council Leader John 

Pollard who said that Mr Wood had been a superb Chairman of the Council. 
  
Also thanking Members for their support new Vice Chairman Mary May pledged to do 

her best for the Council and for Cornwall. 

  

Following the announcement that Chief Executive Andrew Kerr is leaving the Council 

to take up a new position as the Chief Executive of Edinburgh City Council, Members 

have confirmed the arrangements for the appointment of a new Chief Executive and 

Head of Paid Service. 
  

A Selection and Appointment of Chief Officers Panel will now be appointed and 

convened as soon as possible to oversee the appointment process, including all 

relevant terms and conditions.  Members of the Panel will include the Chairman of the 

Council, the Leader, Deputy Leader, Independent Cabinet Member, the Group 

Leaders of the Conservative, UKIP, Mebyon Kernow and Labour groups and the 
Deputy Leader of the Conservative Group. 

  

The Panel will report back to the next meeting of the full Council on 21 July. 

  
  

 


